Towards molecular farming in the future: transient protein expression in plants.
Molecular farming in plants can be achieved by stable or transient expression of a recombinant protein. Transient expression of recombinant proteins in plants can rapidly provide large amounts of the proteins for detailed characterization. It is fast, flexible and can be carried out at field scale using viral vectors, but it lacks the increases in production volume that can be achieved easily with stable transgenic crops. This review article focuses on discussing the applications of transient expression using viral vectors, biolistic methods or agroinfiltration.